Surgical management of previously coiled intracranial aneurysms.
With the increased use of endovascular therapy in the treatment of ruptured intracranial aneurysms the number of incompletely coiled aneurysms presenting for further management either due to lack of universal durability of this method or due to recurrent rupture is increasing. Since 1998, seven patients with previously coiled aneurysms underwent surgical obliteration of refractory or recurrent lesions. All patients were recorded in a prospective registry. Indications for surgery, the surgical techniques used and patient outcome were analysed. Surgery of recurrent or residual aneurysms resulted in a good outcome in four and a moderate outcome in one patient. Despite early clipping after recurrent haemorrhage after coil occlusion one of the two patients died, the other one had a moderate outcome. Our experience indicates that good results are obtainable, although technical challenges are frequently encountered.